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ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-11 INR-10 LAB-06 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 SIL-01 OPR-02 SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 

INRE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 L-03 NSC- 10 PA-04 PRS-01 

S PC-03 SS-20 DRC-01 /104W 

018704 

O R 041420Z JAN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6526 
INFO AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 
CINCLANT FOR POLAD 
COMC ARIB SEAFRON 

UNCLAS BRIDGETOWN 0015 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BB PINT 
SUBJ: HOTEL STRIKE ENDS 

REF: BTN0012 

1. SETTLEMENT OF FOUR-DAY HOTEL STRIKE ANNOUNCED LATE 
JANUARY 3 AFTER BWU GENSEC FRANK WALCOTT AND HOTEL ASSOCI- 
ATION PRESIDENT STEPHEN EDWARDS CONCLUDED THREE-HOUR PRIVATE 
BARGAINING SESSION*. FOLLOWING SUBSEQUENT MEETING OF BWU 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, WALCOTT ANNOUNCED THAT UNION HAD ACCEPTED 
COMPROMISE SETTLEMENT AND THAT WORKERS WOULD RETURN TO WORK 
JANUARY 4. HE URGED WORKERS TO PERFORM DUTIES AS THOUGH STRIKE 
HAD NEVER OCCURRED. 

2. PRIME MINISTER BARROW, JOINED BY WALCOTT AND EDWARDS,* 
ADDRESSED NATION OVER RADIO AND TELEVISION AT 8:00 P.M. 

JANUARY 3 AND ANNOUNCED TERMS OF SETTLEMENT, WHICH APPEARS 
TO BE TRUE COMPROMISE WITH BOTH SIDES MAKING SIGNIFICANT 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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BEEN PASSIVE AND INEFFECTIVE DURING ST KE AND MADE POINTED, 

IF INDIRECT, CRITICISMS OF BWU AND STRIKERS FOR FAILING TO 
OBSERVE LAWS REGARDING PEACEFUL PICKETING AND PROTECTION OF 
PRIVATE PROPERTY. WALCOTT AND EDWARDS, SEATED SIDE-BY-SIDE 
IN 

TELEVISION STUDIO, SEEMED RESIGNED TO, BUT JAR *Y MOLLIFIED 
BY, COMPROMISE SOLUTION, AND THEIR REMARKS REFLECTED DEEP 
BITTERNESS THAT HAS CHARACTERIZED DISPUTE. 

3. COMMENT: AMONG FACTORS APPARENTLY INFLUENCING SETTLE- 
MENT WERE HOTELIERS' DEMONSTRATED WILLINGNESS TO CLOSE THEIR 
DOORS, THE RELUCTANCE OF SOME HOTEL WORKERS TO SUPPORT 
STRIKE, AND PM'S EVIDENT DETERMINATION TO FIND SOLUTION BE- 
FORE SERIOUS DAMAGE COULD RESULT TO ECONOMY. 

THOUGH SETTLEMENT CLEARLY INVOLVED CONCESSIONS BY BOTH SIDES, 
WALCOTT AND BWU APPEAR TO HAVE SUFFERED GREATER LOSS OF FACE. 
BARROW, WHO CLEARLY UNDERSTATED HIS ROLE IN SETTLEMENT. WILL 
UNDOUBTEDLY EMERGE WITH HIS PRESTIGE GREATLY ENHANCED. 
FURTHER DETAIL AND ANALYSIS TO FOLLOW. 

DONOVAN 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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